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An Account of forne Booki. 

I, dr II. Memoires four fervir al'HiJloire Naturelle des J! Nl~ 
MA MX: To which it joyned another Traci totally different, 
entituled , La M E S U R E de la TE R R E. A i-’arts, 
de Tlmpr inter ie Roy ale, 1671, in fol. 

A Great part of thefe two Treadfes having been already 
given an account of in Numb. 49. and 1x2. of thefe Trail:-, 
as they there came to our hands; we Thai i now only take notice 
of what we could not do formerly , becaufe there were not then 
deferibed fo many Animals > as there are now; and, as to the Ac¬ 
count of the New Meafureof the Earth , we then had it at the 
fccond hand in writing un-printed. 

But before I defeend to particulars, I think, it will not be 
amifs to acquaint the Readers (who will find it very difficult to 
get any Copies of thefe Books,) with part of the Introduction , 
premifedby the Illuftrious Authors to their Obfervations con¬ 
cerning the Animals examined by them ; which examen they or.a 
to have made* as they are a Royal Academy and Body, inftituted by 
his Majefty of France for the improvement of Sciences. 

They fay then, that that which they bear thetnfelvcs moft upon 
in thefe Memoires, (as they call them) is, the uncontrculableTe* 
ftimony they give to a certain and known Truth. For they were 
not the work of one particular man , voho may fuller himfelr to 
be prevented by his own opinion ; voho doth not eafdy apprehend 
but what confirms the Brit thoughts he hath entertain’d, for which 
he hath as great an indulgence, as a parent hath for his children s 
voho is not contradicted in the liberty he gives himftlf to deliver 
whatever he fhall judge capable to bring luftre to his work 5 and, 
in a word, voho confiders lefs the truth of matter of fadi, than the 
fine drefs, which he adds to it and forms himfelf, of cer tain parti¬ 
cularities, which he fuppofes, or difguife?, to make chan ferve hi > 
turn- infomuchthat he would not be well pleafed to learn fuch 
Truths and to make fuch Experiments as fhould rume a fine fpun 
ratiocination. But fuch Inconveniencies, as thefe, they [ay , are 
not incident to thefe Memoires, which contain no matter offafl but, 
fuch as hath been verified by a whole Aflembly, compofed of per- 
fons who have Eyes to fee fuch things as thefe, otiserwife than the 
greatefc part of the reft of the world , and that have Hands to 
fearch into them with more dexterity and fuccefs; voho fee very 
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well what is, and who will hardly be made to fee what is not; who 
do not ftudy fo much to find thing; new, as to examine thofe well 
that are pretended to have been found ; ana to whom the very 
a durance of having been deceived in fome Obfervacion,gives 
little lefsfatisfaflion, than a curious and important Difcovery : 
So much, (they ajfure us) doth the Love of certainty prevail a- 
boveany other thing. Now this Love, (they add) is fo much the 
fironger, as it meets with no combat from any other intereft; for- 
afuiuch as the vain glory, which the fuccefs of an ingenious illu- 
fion might by a furprize have carried away , would be to them a 
very fmall thing, it being divided between fomany perfons that 
dead contribute to’his work, either by the propofuions that each 
of them makes of new things which he difeovers , or by his clear¬ 
ing up of the Difcoveries made by o:hers, in examining them as 
others do examine his, with fuch a watchful care as a little emu¬ 
lation never fails to ftirupamongfl: Philofophers: So that, in ail 
appearance, fuch matters as have faffed fo ftridt a trial as thefe, 
are exempt from all deceit and falfi y. 

Having thus introduced their labours, and intimated withal, 
that they have chiefiy given an account of the /»/wW parts of the 
Animals here exhibited,now and then only adding fome Reflexions 
upon particularities that might deferve them , jet no otherwife 
than an Effay.and the Firft frui's of that Crop, that one day may 
be reaped from a whole Magazeen of fuch Obfervations: Having, 

J fay, done this, they give us the Anatomical Defcriptions them- 
felvtsof 13 fpecies of Exotic Anima's; of which Five (viz. a 
Came Icon, Caflor , Dromedary , Bear, and Gazelle,) were formerly 
pubbfhed, and deferibed by the fame Perf ms,in a Book in quarto, 
printed at Parii 1 66 9 ; which now are reprinted here in a more 
magnificent manner, and augmtn cd wi h the number of Eight 
fpecics, which are, t\«.o Lions and a Lionneft, a Chat Pard (fuppo- 
fed to beengendred by a Leopard and a Sow-catt,) a Sea-fox, a 
Lupus Cervarius or Lynx, an Otter, a Civet cat , an FJke, and a- 
Coaii ■‘JMondi of Braftl. 

Pirft,\ hey difeourfe of two Liens and one Lionneft; and,among 
other obfervations, they rake no;ice from divers circumftances, 
that one of the two Male-Lions fleknedof a Surfet ; they having 
been inform’d, that fome months before he died he wouldnot only 
not come out of his lodge, but hardly eat; and that therefore fome 
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remedies were order’d for him, and among the reft, not to eat any 
otherflefli but that of young Animals, and to eat them alive. 
To which his Keepers (to render this food the more delicate for 
him)addcd the extraordinary preparation of fleaing Lambs alive, 
and to let him eat divers of thofe 5 which at firft recover’d him, 
by reftoring his appetite and feme chcarfuinefs. Eut y tr, fay they, 
this food in all appearance bred too much blood, and fiich as was 
too fubtile for this Animal, to which Nature hath not given the in- 
duftry orcareof fleaing thofe Creatures it feeds on ; it being cre¬ 
dible, that the hair, wool, feathers and (hells, which all Animals 
of prey devour, are a kind of neceffary correftif to keep them 
from filling themfelves by their greedinefs with too fucculent a 
food. 

Next, comes the Chat-Par d } wherein they chiefly note the deft (ft 
of Spermatick vefiels, and of other parts abfolutely neceffary to 
generation,which they found did not proceed from caftration,Lut 
from Pome other caufe: Where they takeoccafion to obferycyhae 
the Sterility, which is ordinary infomeof thofe Animals that are 
born of two different fpecies,\x\\xli have in this fiibjedt a very parti¬ 
cular caufe. For, jay they, that which renders Mules fterile, is not 
the defeft of any of the Organs neceffary to generation, in regard 
that the difference which may be found in the conformation of the 
matrix of a Mare and of that of a She- Affe cannot,as fome pretend, 
beagroundof this caufe of fterility ; the Mare, in which fome- 
tbing is deficient that is found in the She-Affe, not being deftiture 
of any of the parts abfolutely neceffary to engender, becaufe it 
doth engender; and the difference of the organs being noc the 
caufe of barrennefsj forafmucb as the difference of organs, which 
is between the fpecies of Horfes and Affes, hinders not the breed¬ 
ing of Mules, which do iffuefrom the mixtureof thofe two fpecies . 
Whence Arijlotle, following Empedocles, imputes this defeat only to 
the Temperament of thofe Animals, whofe parts have contracted a 
hardnefs chat renders them incapable to contribute to a new mix¬ 
ture: So that, if itbetrue, that moft of the Animals, whichare 
born of the mixtureof two kinds, are notwithftanding fruitful, 
they are inclined to believe, that the conformation of this 
Chat-Pard was peculiar and accidental, and that the defeftof the 
parts which it wanted,and which made it uncapableof engendring, 
proceeded not from that mixture of fpecies’s,w hich by changing the 
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Gonformation of the parts cannot fo fpoil the fame as to render it 
unfit for the funftions, and is yet lefs capable to make a Mutilati¬ 
on } -fcut may moreeafily caufe fume vice in the Temperament, 
which is a very natural fequel of mixture; and laftly, that ’tis 
probabIe,that if the Mule betheonly Animal, which the confu- 
fion of [peeks renders ftenle,there isfomething particular in thofe 
Animals that haveengendred it, which is not found in others, and 
that is perhaps, as Ariflotle thinks , the hardnefs of the matrix'va 
Mares and A fit s, which like an Earth is rendred fterile by drinefs; 
whereas that reafon hath no place in Leopards, Foxes and others, 
which are Animals fecond enough totranfmit to their ofF-fpring 
the ftrongdifpofitions they have for generation, notwithftanding 
the refinance which the mixture of different fpecies's may bring. 

The Third is the Sen-Fox,in whole fiomach they found a branch 
of the Sea-herb Varec, and a Fifhof five inches long, withoutit3 
head, fca!ts ; skinand bowels, all having been confumed, except the 
mufculous fitfh,which was yet tntire. And as to its Guts, rhey 
obferve, that the Upper part of them had a peculiar ftructure,ano ! , 
infiead of the ordinary circumvolutions of Guts, the cavity of 
thefe was difHng’tifli’c by many tranfvers feparations, compofed 
of the membransof the IntelHn turned inwards, which reparati¬ 
ons were half an inch diftant from one another, and turn'd hel i- 
ca!!y likeaSnail-flitll j which may be taken for a caufe that the 
food is fteied and a long while a paffing, though the way be fhort 
enough. 

The fourth is the Female Lynx, which is one of the animals,that 
have fhort Guts, of which kind the Lion is alto one, whofeGuts 
they Fund hardly longer than three times the length of his body; 
Which argues fpeedy digeftionand greet voracity. 

The fifth is the Otter , the difference of which from the Cafior 
they have very carefully obft-rved ; as they havealfo the peculiar 
connexion of the Spleen of the Otter, which they fay is different' 
from that of almoft all other animals, in which that viftus is gene¬ 
rally fafened to theftomach, whereas in this Otter it was faft to the 
Epiploon* And as to a foramen ovale, they found no appearance in 
this Otter, that it had ever had a hole that could give paffage to 
the blood from the vena cava into th earteria venofa \ which, they 
fay, agrees well enough with that remark, whichall the Ancients 
have mad?, viz. that the Otter is conftrain’d from time to time to 
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rife above the water to breath; which a Cajlor doth not, as having 
a far greater facility to be a long while without refpiration. 

The Jixth is ihe Civet Cat, which they were giad they had the 
opportunity to compare with a Cajlor , forafmuch as thofe two 
Animalsagree in thofe organs that are very peculiar to them,which 
are the receptacles wherein that liquor is collected that is fo re- 
markablefor its fcent, but is very fweet in the one, and very un- 
pleafing in the other.. Which made them fearch,whether there was- 
not fonie particular reafon of this diverfity of fmell; but totheus 
it appear’d not that there was any other caufe than the diverfity of 
the Temperament of thefe Animals, the Civet-Cat being hot ar.d 
dry, drinking little, and living in hot and dry Countries • but 
the Cajlor , living now in the Water, then upon the Earth,and being 
a very moift Creature, hath not heat enough to concoft and per¬ 
fect its humidity. 

They had,it feems,two of thefe Cats,a Male and a Female,which’ 
were fo like one another outwardly, that there was not fo much as 
any diftinflion of fex that appeared ; the Male,upon the dififoftion, 
being found to have its genitals hid and fhut up within,and theveP 
fel that contains the odoriferous liquor being altogether alike in 
both. Which veflel is a pouch or fack under the anm, not under the 
rail, as Ar'tjlotle puts it in his Hyena (which they make the fame 
with the Civet CatJ) and is different from the matrix ; both very 
accurately deferibed by them. As to the odoriferous liquor,they 
found it come forth, in the Male as well as the Female, out of a 
great number of glanduls that are between the two coats that com- 
pofe the pouches,which were in the Male very large,and very fma I 
in the Female5 the Maleyieldingalfo a Civet more pleafing than 
the Female, though Authors generally affirm the contrary. They 
found not, that the fmell of the Civet becomes more perfeft by 
being kept a while, nor that it is of an orfenfive fmell when new, as 
jimat.Lu(itanus affirms; this find! not Teeming to them better after 
a years time, than at the time of the difTefiion. 

Th efeventb is the Elk , of which they examine very follies- 
toufly its Clam, together with the traditionof this Animals curing 
it felf of the Epiiepfy (to which “tis fa id to be very fubjeft) by 
putting one of his feet into his Ear ; whence the Claw of that 
foot is alfomuch celebrated among the vulgar, as a fpecifick againfc 
that difteroper* Of its Brain they take notice, that the glanduU 
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fmenlis therein was of an extraordinary bignefs, and confider, that 
Lions, Bears, and other bold and fierce Animals have that pan fo 
very fmall that *tis hardly difcernable, and that thefame is exceed¬ 
ing big in thofe that are very timorous,as the Elk ; this Animal be¬ 
ing efteemed to be fo fearful, that it even dies of fear when it hath 
received the flighteft wound, it having been obferv’d, that it never 
furvives when it feethany of its own blood. 

The eighth and laft is the Conti Mondi, a Brnftlian Animal, re¬ 
corded by Mnrgrnviua,Laet, and others, in whofe books the de- 
fcription of that Animal differs only in the defcription here 
made of it, that in the former the Authors defcribe not their teeth , 
which have a peculiar conformation, nor the [purs on their feet; 
and that they make the length of its tail much longer than the 
whole body ; which in this Conti of our Authors, was but fhorc in 
companion; but may have been eaten off by the Animal it felf, 
forafmuch as De Laet faith , that this kind of Creatures are wont 
to gnaw their tail, and fometimes quite off; which when they do 
they die of it. 

So much of one of thefeTreatifes: The other, being a New and 
with great accuratenefs performed Menfurationof the Enrth, hath 
been largely defer ibed, above a year fince, in Numb* ir2of thefe 
Trafts, to which we fhall refer the Curious Reader. 

III. BRITANNIA JNTI&U A lUu/lrntn , or, The 
JNTl&U ITlES of ANCIENT BRITAIN, 

derived from the Phoenicians, See. The Ftrjl Volume : By Aylett 
Sammes, of Chrijl's Colledge in Cambridge; fince , of the Inner 
Temple. London, printedby'Tho.Roycrofi for the Au:hor,r 676. 

Learned and Curious Undertaker of thisgreat Work 
X hath endeavour'd, in this his Firft Volume, to attribute, with 
the Worthy Bochnrt, the firft difeovery of Britain to the Phoeni¬ 
cians , and to make a Germnn Nation, and not the Gntels , the firft 
Planters of the fame,and to impute that great agreement which was 
between the Ancient Britains and Gauls , in point of Language 
and Cuftomes, not to their being originally the fame People, but 
to the joynt entertainment of Commerce with the Phanieinns, the 
ancient and great Navigators throughout the World. 

From this Commerce with the Phoenicians he doth with much 
probability deduce the Original Trade of this Ifland, the Names 
*f Places,Offices, and Dignities, as alfo the Language, Manners- 
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Idolatry, and other Cuftomes of the Primitive Inhabitants , iilu- 
ftrating many Old Monuments out of approved Greek and Latin 
Authors; and delivering withal a Chronological Uijlory of this 
Kingdom, from the firft Traditional Beginning , until the Year of 
our Lord 800, when the Name of Britain was changed into that of 
England: All with great induftry and care coiledted out of the 
heft Authors that could give light herein, and difpofed in a better 
Method than hitherto ; together with the Antiquities of the Sax¬ 
ons as well as I'heenic/ans, Greeks and Romans. Before all which is 
prefixed a Curious Map of the Ancient World, reprefenting to 
us, as ’twere in one view, the Progrefsof the Phoenicians in their 
remote voyages, and the Countries which they difeovtr’d,together 
wi*h the Names by them impofed on them ; of all which particu¬ 
lars a large explication is fubjoyned. 

Toobferve fome of the things that are moil Putable with the 
Natureof thefeTrafts; I filial] firft take notice of that Inquiry, 
Whether Britain was ever part of the Continent? Which he an- 
fwersby enervating the Arguments that have been hitherto allodg¬ 
ed by flourifting Authors$ among which he examines that w ith 
moft follicitude, which from the hkenefs of the Soil concludes a 
Conjunftionof Earth; and (hews , that in truth it was nothing 
more but the fame Vein of ground which ran under water f 10m one 
Country to another; which he illuftrates and confirms from Phi- 
lofophical Confederations. 

Secondly, I fihall take notice of themofi: ancient Philofophica: 
Order of people in Britain , the Bards, a Phoenician appellation of 
men, who in Poetical ftrains were wont to fing not only of the 
Praifes of the Gods, the EfTence and Immortality of thcScu!, the 
Vercuesof Great Men,but a!fo of the Works of Nature,the CourFt 
of Coeleftial Bodies, and the Order and Harmony of the Spheres > 
though afterwards by their degeneracy they gave the advantage to 
the Druids to get the upper hand of them; who yetnotwhh- 
ftanding, did not abolifh all the Cuftomes and Doftrir.es of the 
Bards, but retained themoft ufeful parts of them,of vhichthatof 
the Immortality of the Soul w r as one ; to winch they added the 
Sou's Tran [migration, according to the opinion of Pjihagoras \ a- 
bouc whofe time, or a little after, ’tis believed that the Greeks en¬ 
tered this I (land. Thefe Druids had, after the Bards , a government 
that was univerfal over the whole Country, as well in Civil affairs. 
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as in Religion.; and they-were exempt both from thefervices of 
War, and from paying any Taxes ; by which Immunities many 
were invited to enter themfelves into that Order and Difcipline. 
What it is ,• that engaged them to have the Oak in fo great venerati¬ 
on,is not fo eafie to determine.lt feems.this Order of men was in fo 
great reputation, that the Gauls, though they had themfelves Dru¬ 
ids in their Country, yet fent their Children into Britain, to be 
inftrufted in the Myfteries of the Druids here. 

Thirdly, I cannot pafs-by the Obfervation, which our Author 
maketh,p.419. &feq. viz,. That, as the Britains were originally 
a Branch of that Nation, vid. the Cimbri , a people of Germany , 
who anciently came and feated themfelves in Britain; fo the 
Saxons, that were invited hither after a revolution of fo many Ages 
from that time, were a.true branch of thofe very Cimbri , that had 
feated themfelves folong ago before them in this Ifiand. Nor 
need it to be wonder'd, that, if the Ancient Entains ,and the later 
Saxons be derived from the fame flock (the CmbrtS) they fliould 
iniderftand nothing of each others language at the Saxons entrance: 
For, the continuance of Time, and the mixture of the Britams 
with the Phoenicians, Grecians, Gauls and Ror/ians , in feverai ages, 
wasthecaufe of that difference 3 though it is not tobedoubted 
but that there are many words in the Britijb tongue which agree 
with the Saxon, and which in probability they had in ufe long be¬ 
fore the arrival of the Saxons themfelves. 


Errata in Numb. 123. 

P.JSl.l.i.r, Btgir.n'tng the Twt/fri year, fur Ehvtntl> ; which was aft unhappy over- 
fight, iiii<dU.i$»r .Archirmdu, ibj.23«r, Virutum ; p«5$2,l. 25* add, or Onnuy 

wlttt tbtywere boin or educattd ; p.$$3 J-*4» for femote r, Romany ib.l.i4«r« fcrtjfi 
in Gcrmxt.y, ib l, 26 .r, our J eachfn. \ p. 5 $ 4 , 1 . i$.r* rm*t intricate^ ibi. 24 r* BJc.u t 
for £ifctiy > \b*\*2$*uap(trt from, ib,l ,32.r, who have recorded p. 5 *, 6 * I , ^.r. W'ht fA 
jarorruitt) ib.i, 22 *r« envy in m 5 p.564.1 5 Secreth \ p.574 1,4 TsVinetum % 

Err. in ihtt Nnvb. 

P J £>l9o.l.penuit*r,f«*r war.uit. 
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